Sir,

Thank you for your interest in the unique and exciting MyFootballClub-Ebbsfleet United endeavour. What began in 2007 as a dream where football fans could truly be involved in a club of their own has become not only a reality (a club firmly in place, a team progressing wonderfully and about to play at Wembley in the FA Trophy match, and a membership base of 30,000 and growing), but also one of the biggest stories in both sport and Internet culture. We’re thrilled at the prospect of sharing the opportunity and experience with you and your audience of American soccer fans. We hope that you’ll enjoy the Fleet jerseys we’ve sent and that your interest is piqued by our groundbreaking foray into football history. We also hope that in working with you, members of your audience will join us as Ebbsfleet supporters and shareholders and participants in MyFootballClub.

In addition to the jerseys, we’re providing you with some material about the Ebbsfleet team and the MyFootballClub organization so that you can get a sense of where we’ve been, where we’re headed, and what makes this so very special. Perhaps you have read about the team and the MyFC shareholder community (individuals from 80+ countries brought together by the Internet and a passion for soccer) and the takeover as it was covered in some detail by the media, including BBC.com which in November 2007 called the takeover “a landmark for English football, where members will vote on player selection, transfers, and all major decisions.” 

Here is some brief information. More details can be found in the supporting materials.

Ebbsfleet United FC is the latest name for Gravesend & Northfleet FC, which was formed in 1946 following WWII. The club was formed after a merger between Gravesend United FC (formed in 1893) and Northfleet United FC (formed in 1890) with the new club retaining the red and white home colours and the Stonebridge Road stadium of Northfleet. 
In May 2007, the club announced the new moniker of Ebbsfleet United to take advantage of the regeneration of the locality, focussed on the Ebbsfleet valley, adjacent to the existing towns of Gravesend and Northfleet in the northern area of the county of Kent. The area around the Stonebridge Road ground is undergoing massive development that will add thousands of new homes as well as new jobs and retail establishments. A large part of the locale’s draw is the new Ebbsfleet terminal that services Eurostar trains to the European continent via the Channel Tunnel and will soon link to London in 17 minutes. MyFootballClub is pleased and proud to have Eurostar as our club’s sponsor. We believe that the revitalization of the area is of the utmost importance and that the Ebbsfleet United Football Club and Eurostar are both contributors to and beneficiaries of the development.

The Ebbsfleet United football club (in all of its incarnations) has a proud history in non-league footballing circles (American fans of the English Premier League will recognize the names Jimmy Bullard and Roy Hodgson -- both are former Gravesend & Northfleet players currently with Fulham FC, a club employing notable Americans Brian McBride, Clint Dempsey, Kasey Keller, Carlos Bocanegra, and Eddie Johnson). The last few years have been good for the Fleet, with the club cementing its position in the Conference (effectively the fifth division of English football). But much more importantly, Ebbsfleet received global attention through the team’s recent acquisition by MyFootballClub, an Internet society of 30,000 members who have each paid £35 (roughly US $70), monies that enabled the takeover and brought much-needed funds to the club.

In an email addressed to all MyFootballClub members last month, Fleet manager Liam Daish wrote about what he dubbed the “MyFootballClub effect” and how the increased support and attention has buoyed the team and helped them reach the FA Trophy match at Wembley (a Fleet first), where on May 10 Ebbsfleet will play Torquay United in the Final. Liam writes:

“All the members have played a massive part in the team's success over the last four months. You've put your hands in your pockets to pay for new footballs and new portable goals; the lads reacted like it was Christmas Day when they arrived! You also paid for an overnight stay at Burton, where we got a draw on the road to Wembley . . . Before MyFootballClub added financial stability, there was a real danger I would have to cut my playing budget. Instead, you've helped me hang on to players as well as extend the contracts of others. This was key on our cup run.”
As you can see, the MyFootballClub-Ebbsfleet United partnership is a unique venture, a massive democracy, and off to a very successful start. While MyFC members come from all over the globe, a significant percentage comes from the United States. The response from America has been absolutely terrific and we’d like to spread the word stateside so that even more American footie fans can share in this one-of-a-kind opportunity. Understanding that American participation in soccer (as both players and spectators) is at an all-time high and continuing to grow rapidly, we view the MyFootballClub model as the perfect complement to American interest. 

Enclosed is some collateral that I hope you will find useful:

· A concise history of Ebbsfleet United Football Club, our logo, and some fast facts

· A pre-takeover BBC.com article about MyFootballClub and the group’s objectives

· The takeover proposal that was put to members (abridged so as to spare you some legalese)

· A BBC.com article about MyFootballClub’s acquisition of Ebbsfleet United FC

· Some words about the MyFC-Ebbsfleet partnership as spoken by those closely involved

We hope that you enjoy the jerseys and that you find the informational materials interesting and exciting. We look forward to working with you.

Until we speak next, best regards and an enthusiastic “Up the Fleet!”

[name and contact info and signature]

